[Midazolam, propofol, and clonidine for sedation and control of autonomic dysfunction in severe generalized tetanus].
A case of severe tetanus with autonomic dysfunction is reported, describing the adequate response to continuous infusions of both propofol and midazolam, and the successful use of clonidine to control sympathetic over-activity. Tolerance was not observed during the 34 days of propofol and midazolam sedation. Continuously infused clonidine provided good control in combination with sedation and paralysis in this case, and no episodes of cardiovascular derangement were seen, possibly due to the adequate management of filling pressure. Vecuronium was a suitable and manageable muscle relaxant to control skeletal muscle spasms and to facilitate mechanical ventilation.